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‘Bison

Did You ‘Know

@ Bison are the largest land mammals
in North America. Male bison (called
bulls) weigh up to 2,000 pounds and
stand 6 feet tall, while females (called
cows) weigh up to 1,000 pounds and
reach a height of 4-5 feet. Bison calves
weigh 30-70 pounds at birth.

® Though large, bison can run up to
35 miles per hour. They can spin
around quickly, jump high fences, and
are strong swimmers. Due to their
powerful head and horns, bison are
incredibly dangerous to anyone they
consider to be a threat.

® Bjson have been a critical species

to tribes in Montana and the
region for thousands of years,
providing them with food,
clothing, fuel, tools, shelter, and
spiritual value. Every reservation
in Montana has reestablished
bison herds on tribal lands.

® The American bison goes by many
names, including the colloquial
term buffalo. These materials using
bison and buffalo interchangeably.
The scientific name is Bison bison.
Indigenous people from this area
have used other names for these
massive creatures long before
any of these scientific terms were
used. Watch the Montana Harvest
of the Month bison video to hear
pronunciations of buffalo in several of
these languages.



https://montanabison.org/
https://montanabison.org/
http://www.bisoncentral.com/how-to-cook-bison
http://www.bisoncentral.com/how-to-cook-bison
http://mtharvestofthemonth.org

